
where the liquid which destroys the organs of the liv-
ing confers a kind of immortality on the viscera of the
dead.

Dr. Jackson lived in and to the close of that era of
pathological anatomy, which bsgan with Morgagni
aud finished with the labors of Louis and his contem-
poraries, to give place, or rather to yield precedence,
to the dominant study of pathological histology. He
would never meddle with the microscope; he was al-
ways contented with his natural lenses of ten inches
of focal distance. And thus, whatever he lost, he es-

caped one of the not infrequent effects of over-reliance
upon the instrument to which we are under such al-
most infinite obligations, but which is breeding a gen-
eration of intellectual myopes as one of its natural
products. His honest eyes were naked and not ashamed,
even in the days of Tolles and Beck and Hartnack.
But what he saw with those honest eyes was seen

clearly, and what he told was related faithfully. There
is nothing more genuine in all medical literature than
the records he has left of what he observed and has
bequeathed to those who come after him.

We will give his portrait a conspicuous place upon
these walls, and by and by, those who come after us will
replace it upon the walls of that larger edifice which
will, in the fullness of time, spread its roof over these
accumulating stores of knowledge. No companionship
it will ever find will be too good for it. Call up in
counterfeit-presentment the great masters of every age
and every ¡and : the Father of Medicine from his isl-
and in the iEgean ; the friend and physician of Marcus
Aurelius from his Mysian sepulchre; the restorer of
anatomy from the rock where he perished by ship-
wreck ; the great English practitioner who dared to
bring common sense to the bedside where tradition
aud superstition had long reigned paramount ; the dis-
coverers, the inventors, the scholars who have built up
medical science and art ; Paré and Harvey, and Jen-
ner, Hunter, and Haller, Bichat and Louis ; summon
the men illustrious in our friend's chosen specialty,
Morgagni and Cruveilhier and Rokitansky ; nor for-
get those who have honored our own country, our own
New England, our own Boston, where inoculation was
first introduced and vaccination first practised on these
Western shores; where etherization first came to lift
the curse of Eden from Christendom ; among all these
not one pursued his branch of science with more en-

during enthusiasm, with more single-hearted determi-
nation to learn what Nature had to teach him, or with
a more modest estimate of his own achievements ; not
one has left a memory embalmed in more grateful and
kindly recollections than John Barnard Swett
Jackson, whose face we look upon no more, save as
Art has preserved it for us and our posterity.

Therapeutic Memoranda.
THE USE OF OLIVE OIL AS AN EXTERNAL
APPLICATION IN DISEASES OF THE CHEST.

BY W. THORNTON PARKER, M. D., PLYMOUTH, MASS.

While a student in Professor von Gieth's Physical
Diagnosis Class in the Munich General Hospital 1
frequently had occasion to notice the use of olive oil as
an external application in diseases of the chest. This,
if I remember rightly, Professor Gieth preferred to all
other external applications, such as Indian meal, cotton
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wadding, flannel, or rubber jackets. Of course lam
not considering the stage of those cases where counter-
irritation would be necessary.

Professor Gieth used a double fold of common cot-
ton cloth, large enough to completely surround the
body, the cloth he thoroughly saturated with warm
olive oil. I think the Professor considered this gener-
ally sufficient without the addition of flannel. I have
never seen this treatment recommended in any of our
medical works, but in private practice very often since
then I have had occasion to be grateful for this valua-
ble suggestion, and find the U3e of the olive oil excel-
lent in almost all diseases of the chest. It is certainly
very agreeable to the patient, besides being, as Profes-
sor Gieth suggests, the best means at our disposal for
retaining a steady amount of heat. The oil softens the
skin and is probably more or less absorbed, which is of
itself beneficial. This application is renewed from time
to time as required.

The objection to the Indian-meal jacket is that it
rapidly cools and is liable to wet the bed-clothing and
chill the patient, thereby defeating the desired results.

I am induced to mention this treatment in the hope
that those who are unfamiliar with its use may give it
a trial at this season of the year, when lung diseases are
so prevalent.

Reports of Societies.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONNECTICUT

MEDICAL SOCIETY.
The ninetieth annual convention of the Connecticut

Medical Society was held at the Common Council
Chamber, City Hall, Hartford, May 25-26, 1881. The
attendance was large, every section of the State being
well represented. The business of the society is trans-
acted on the first day by Fellows, so called, chosen by
the eight county societies which unitedly form the
State Society. These were all present except four,
forty-two out of a possible forty-six ; two of the absen-
tees were in Europe ; one of these was the president,
so the vice-president, Dr. Deming, presided.

There was an unusual amount of business before the
society and in reality two days ought to have been de-
voted to it ; an evening session was rendered impossible
also, as the society were then invited to a reception by
Dr. Mann, the well-known gynecologist, formerly of
New York, now a resident of Hartford.

After the usual routine business the society listened
to a carefully prepared and well-studied report by Dr.
G. W. Russell, of Hartford, chairman of the committee
on Expert Medical Testimony, appointed the previous
year. The inherent right of the accused to confront
the witnesses against him was presented as a bar to any
radical changes in the present system. The other ob-
stacles could be readily overcome by changes in the
statute law ; for instance, the court has no power to
summon experts nor have the judges except under one
or two very unusual circumstances, but a law could be
passed giving the court power to summon one or a
council of experts, but the first objection is an insuper-
able one. The only progress that appeared at all pos-
sible lay in improving the character and tone of the
medical profession itself, so that no reputable practi-
tioner would sell his opinion to the highest bidder.
Already the courts are beginning to discriminate be-
tween the professional witness, whose fee is conditioned
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upon the amount of damages secured, and the non-par-
tisan witness, who presents the facts in the case clearly
and simply ; and a skillful lawyer readily finds methods
to bring into discredit the mercenary witness, whose
only thought is gain. The evils of the present system,
as recently exposed in our courts, were freely ad-
mitted, but the difficulties in the way of any radical
change are insurmountable. The paper bore evidence
of careful study, aud was backed by the best legal tal-
ent in this State.

The special committee on the sale of poisons re-

ported through their chairman, Dr. llufus Baker, of
Middletovvn, that the list of poisons whose sale should
be recorded ought to be increased, and others should
be guarded by special marks and clearly labeled " Poi-
son." A list of the two classes was presented, and fur-
ther legislation advocated. Some discussion followed
both of these reports, but no resolutions concerning
them were presented.

Dr. M. White, of New Haven, then read the report
of the Committee on Vital Statistics, recommending
that a better execution of the laws be insisted upon,
but suggesting no new legislation.

This report was followed by considerable discussion
by Drs. Hubbard, Cleveland, Burke, Mayer, and Cham-
berlain. Complaints were made that names of physi-
cians and patients were published by local papers to
the detriment of the public interest.

The discussion showed that the present laws were
sufficient, for the most part, if well executed. It was
a common right to consult public records, and difficult
and, indeed, impossible, to deny this.

The Board of Health checked aud prevented all such
abuses as were brought to their notice. On motion of
Dr. Burke the secretary of the State Board of Health
was requested to pay special attention to these abuses,
and secure, if necessary, additional legislation to pre-
vent them.

Dr. A. M. Shaw, of Middletown, read a report on
the Expediency of Lunacy Commissions, presenting a

very able and exhaustive résumé of the whole subject ;
the history of the aims and results of such agencies on

foreign countries, and in different States of our own

country, was fully described and on the whole the sys-
tem was commended, especially for the larger States.
The paper was a general defense of the asylum system
of treating insanity, and, with some reservations, en-
dorsed the prevalent methods and plans for the treat-
ment of insanity.

Dr. D. A. Cleaveland presented a minority report
dissenting almost entirely from every conclusion of the
majority report ; in general it was in accordance with
the well-knowu views and methods of Dr. W. A. Ham-
mond and his school.

As it was becoming late and much essential business
required to be done, on motion of Dr. Chamberlain
both the reports were laid upon the table ; they were
afterwards ordered to be printed, but no time being af-
forded for their discussion later they go to the next
convention as unfinished business.

The report of the treasurer was presented, showing
a healthy state of the finances of the society and an in-
creasing amount of honesty among the members in
paying their just dues. In Hartford, Middlesex, and
Tolland counties there were no delinquencies, two
members in Windham and two in Litchfield had neg-
lected to pay, while in the other counties the delin-
quents were many. The largest income is received

from Hartford County, although that is the second in
size ; but there is but little difference between it and the
largest,

—

it has one hundred and two members and
New Haven one hundred and seventeen. The report
shows a balance of nearly four hundred dollars in the
treasury.

The nominating committee reported the following
list for officers for the ensuing year, and they were all
chosen unanimously. Dr. Edgerton resigned, but his
resignation was not accepted ; he has made a very effi-
cient officer.

President, Dr. William Deming, of Litchfield.
Vice-President, Dr. William G. Brownson, New

Canaan.
Secretary, Dr. C. W. Chamberlain, Hartford.
Treasurer, Dr. Francis D. Edgerton, Middletown.
Committee on Matters of Professional Interest in the

State, Dr. W. A. M. Wainwright and Dr. S. S. Wil-
cox, of Hartford, Dr. G. F. Lewis, Bridgeport.

Delegates to Massachusetts Medical Society, Dr. D.
A. Cleaveland, Dr. M. V. B. Dunham. The report of
the committee to nominate professors at York Medical
Department was presented by Dr. R. S. Goodwin.

With the advice and concurrence of the President
and Faculty of Yale College the following gentlemen
were elected professors in the Medical Department of
Yale College : Dr. F. M. Prudden, Dr. F. E. Beckwith.

Dr. Pliny Earle, of Northampton, was nominated as
an honorary member ; by rule this goes over until next
year for action.

Tlie reports of various standing committees were
presented, and.after other routine matters of business
the society adjourned.

In the evening a pleasant reception was given to the
members of the society by Dr. M. D. Mason, lecturer
on gynaicology at Yale Medical School. This was
well attended, and proved a very enjoyable occasion.

The annual convention mass meeting was held
Thursday at the City Hall, commencing at half pastnine, A. m., President-elect Deming iu the chair. The
secretary's report showed a continued state of pros-perity. The society now numbered four hundred and
thirty. There were thirty-two new members and seven
deaths ; the.net gain was about fifteen, taking the re-
movals into consideration as well as the deaths. The
growth of the society had been steady for the last five
years ; this was most marked in Fail-field County,which had increased from forty-five to seventy-onemembers. The report of the committee on matters of
interest was then read by Dr. Wilcox. The historyof epidemic diseases, as presented in the report of the
State Board of Health, was commended, and a further
account of the manifestations of small-pox was also
given. The subject for discussion was consumption,especially with regard to its contagiousness. The
general opinion was that it is contagious from person to
person by long and close association, for example, oc-

cupying the same room. A paper on the Transmission
of Bovine Tuberculosis to Man was expected from Dr.
Cressy, but he was unavoidably absent.

Dr. Robert Dixon, of Maine, and Dr. T. W. Perry,of Rhode Island, were present as delegates, and brieflypresented the greetings of their respective societies.
Dr. E. C. Seguin, an honorary member, and Dr. Paul
F. Mundé, of New York, were present ; also Dr. A. R.
Smart, of Michigan.

After the reception of delegates, reports of delegates
to other societies were received.
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The society then listened to an able aud exhaust-
ive essay from Dr. Seguin, the celebrated neurologist,
upon the Early Indications of Epilepsy, Any attempt
at analysis of this masterpiece would fail to do it jus-
tice ; it must be read to be appreciated.

Dr. S. B. St. John read a very interesting essay
upon Sympathetic Ophthalmia, and at the close ex-
hibited a magnetic apparatus for removing particles
of steel or iron from the eye by the power of magnetic
attraction. The power of so small a magnet seemed
almost incredible. An electro-magnet for the same pur-
pose was also shown, an inferior instrument on account
of the trouble from the wires.

Dr. Fleischner read an essay on Non-Pharmacologi-
cal Therapeutics, in which he showed the value aud
power of many remedies and processes not officinal.

Interesting papers on The Influence of Temperature
in Disease, by Dr. C. B. Newton ; Treatment of the
Third Stage of Abortion, by Dr. J. H. Granuis; and
Treatment of Lacerations of the Cervix, by Dr. M. D.
Mann, were read ; the latter was discussed by Dr.
Mundo and others, and elicited a great deal of interest.
The society, after listening to several voluntary papers,
adjourned to dinner at the United States Hotel, which
proved a very pleasurable occasion.

During the session of the society there was a very
fine exhibition of drugs by Parke, Davis & Co., the
Trommer Malt Company, Phillips & Co., and of sur-

gical instruments by John Reynders & Co., and S.
Hernstein & Co. These attracted considerable atten-
tion. On the whole, the session was as interesting and
profitable as any ever held. The papers were of un-
usual interest, and were much better listened to than is
the rule. The next session will be held at New Haven,
May, 1882.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The Massachusetts Medical Society, in the pro-
gramme of exercises of its one hundredth annual
meeting, made a decided innovation upon its time-
honored practice, by the omission of all strictly scien-
tific papers, and set before its members a variety of
entertainments, whieh were entered upon with zest.

It did not, however, put aside entirely its professional
character. If it did not attempt didactic instruction, it
presented a series of object lessons, from which even the
wisest of its members, who only lent his eyes, could uot
fail to draw some slight lessons.

The first entertainment upon the programme was
the visit to the Abattoir. A special train started from
the Albany depot punctually at the advertised time, car-

rying nearly a hundred men. The visitors were shown
the various processes, and given as clear an idea as

possible of the workings of this model establishment.
As soon as the number of visitors to the Abattoir was

known, or immediately on the starting of the special
train, word was transmitted to Cambridge, where the
proper number of barges were sent to Brighton, and
the visitors transported to Harvard Square.

Meanwhile, in accordance with the programme, the
various collections at Harvard were thrown open, and
were visited by various members. It was an oppor-
tunity never before offered to the society, and they
gladly availed themselves of the privileges.

At eleven o'clock precisely the oration by Dr. Grehn
was delivered iu the Sanders Theatre (the public lect-

ure room of the college, so recently the scene of the
Greek play). This oration formed the nucleus of our
last number.

At twelve o'clock exactly the lunch was served in
Memorial Hall. The society was welcomed in a few
graceful words by President Eliot, in behalf of the
corporation and professors of the University, to which
Dr. Williams replied as follows :

—" Mr. President, Gentlemen of the Corporation, and
Professors of the University,

—

In behalf of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society, ncmine contra dicente, I offer
thanks for the large and graceful hospitality with which
Harvard College has welcomed us. Your invitation
was interpreted as a flattering token of honor and of
sympathy : that it was thus intended has been most
amply shown, in the manner of our reception, and, Mr.
President, in your kind and courteous words.

"Many of our Fellows, recalling their early years,
spent under the benignant sway of Alma Mater, mark
with filial joy the evidences of her prosperity ; not only
in these sumptuous and convenient buildings, but in the
immense increase of facilities for instruction, for study,
for comfort, and for health. Others of us, coming to
tl;is ancient university for the first time,cannot but be
impressed by the wealth of resources, in learning and in
science, here offered for selection to their votaries ; even
Celestials, in shining raiment, lending their aid to the
aspiring student.

" It is a privilege to visit these magnificent museums,
so nobly founded and so generously endowed, which
will be enduring monuments of the wisdom of their
benefactors ; to view the rich stores of the vast and
commodious library ; and to find in the splendid gymna-
sium the means which secures to the educated man a

healthy body for the abode of a sound mind. From
this hall we shall carry with us reminiscences which will
remain in our hearts.

" As Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society,
as members of the medical profession, we owe much to
the college. Most of our original corporators were

graduates of Harvard. Less than two years after the
incorporation of the society its officers were invited to
attend the public induction of the gentlemen elected as
the first medical professors, and to dine, on that occa-
sion, with the corporation and overseers in the hall.
At a later period, to avoid any semblance of interference
with the chartered privileges of the society, the college
authorities agreed to expunge from the diploma any
words implying the right to practice medicine ; and not
to examine for a degree such candidates as the censors
of the society had rejected.

" It is due to the fostering care and willing coopera-
tion of the college with the society that the standard of
education in the medical school has been kept so high
as to place its graduates far above the level of charla-
tans and preteuders.

" It is therefore most fitting that this university, and
the society which to-day comes to greet its elder scien-
tific sister, should continue in the future, as in the past,
to strengthen each other's hands. The honor and wel-
fare of the profession of medicine is committed to their
joint keeping.

'• Having regard to our quality as guests, )rou have for-
borne, Mr. President, to set forth, in persuasive words,
the needs of the university. Nevertheless, we propose
to follow the example of the apostles; and, of such as
we have give we thee. The Fellows of the society
have wealth of olive branches, present and prospective.
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These shall we send for your acceptance ; sure that
they will thrive in this congenial soil ; and hoping that
when transplanted to the larger field of the world they
will do credit to the nursery in which they were trained."

The lunch was evidently enjoyed by the members of
the society, and the hall presented peculiar facilities for
serving so large a number. At the close of the lunch
horse-cars were in attendance to convey the visitors
back to Boston, and landed them at Bowdoin Square,
where were waiting a long line of stages, to which they
were quickly transferred and conveyed to Rowe's
Wharf, where the steamer Governor Andrew was

waiting for the harbor excursion. Embarking at two
o'clock, it passed first in view of the navy yard, steamed
by the piers of East Boston down the harbor, along by
Deer Island, by the forts and the lower light, several
miles out toward Minot's. Turning about, they came

part way back, took the inside route and landed at
Nantasket soon after four. Here a standing lunch was

served, which the sea air made doubly welcome. The
music was furnished by the Cadet Band, which also
played while on the boat. At half-past five they
started on the return, and came alongside the wharf five
minutes after the time appointed. There was much
fun and singing on the trip, and the enjoyment of the
sail was greatly increased by the opportunity afforded
for social enjoyment and the renewal of old friendships,
which was evidently appreciated by the seven hundred
doctors. The only delay in the execution of the pro-
gramme for the day, as originally planned, was in the ar-

rival five minutes late at the wharf on the return.
About seven hundred members of the society enjoyed
the harbor excursion.

At four o'clock the adjourned meeting of the society
took place.
adjourned meeting of the Massachusetts med-

ical SOCIETY IN HORTICULTURAL HALL, JUNE 7,
1881, four p. m.

The meeting was called to order at four p. m., the
president, Dr. Williams, in the chair.

Dr. Goss read the records of the last meeting, which
were accepted.

Dr. Williams said that the contingency for which
this meeting provided no longer existed. Therefore
there was no business before it.

Dr. S. Cabot said this meeting was called a year
ago, and we have nothing to do with the reasons given
at that time for holding the present one.

Dr. Charles P. Putnam said that as the society
voted at its last meeting to discuss the question of the
admission of women he moved that it adjourn to eight
o'clock for that purpose. Seconded.

Dr. Hosmer said that the meeting was not neces-

sary. It was unfortunate, unwise.
He would not say anything about the legality of it.

Pie would not discuss that. It was under the circum-
stances unnecessary. The contingency for which this
meeting was to provide had not arisen, therefore there
could be no business before it. It was unfortunate, be-
cause it interfered with the harmony of the day. It
had been hoped that the time might be devoted to
pleasure. The adjournment seemed to him also un-
wise and unfair, because many members would be un-

able to attend. It was discourteous to Fellows because
it interfered with their attendance at the reception of
the president. It was discourteous to the council, which
would then be in session. The council was expected

to attend to its duties, yet the meeting was to be ad-
journed to an hour which interfered with those duties.
It was discourteous to the president, for he would have
to leave his guests to be present. Dr. Hosmer, there-
fore, moved to adjourn. The motion was lost by a vote
of twenty-one to twenty.

Dr. C P. Putnam said that at the last annual meet-
ing it was moved by Dr. Bronson that the society ad-
journ for a particular purpose. It was well known
then that this would be the centennial anniversary and
that much time would be taken up in its celebration.
It was moved that the discussion should be left for
another year, and the society voted to have it this year.
All provision for this meeting had been omitted in the
programme. The officers of the society had said that .

they knew of no such meeting. The manner in
which it had been left out was what he objected to.
The president had maintained that there was no busi-
ness before the society. It did not seem to him that
because the question, for which Dr. Bronson's motion
provided, had not been acted upon by the council, the
society had, therefore, no right to discuss it. The so-

ciety was paramount on such an occasion. There were
cases where the society had framed by-laws before the
council. Then the council had given its concurrence.
It seemed to him that if the fact of the council having
declined to adopt a by-law were to prevent the society
from adopting it then inaction on the part of the coun-
cil might indefinitely prevent action on the part of the
society.

The by-laws stated that any change in them required
the concurrent action of both society and council.
There was no reason why it was necessary that the
council should act first.

The last speaker had made a point of the question
of courtesy. It seemed to him that the rule of courtesy
should work both ways and that the society should be
treated with as much courtesy as any one else. Those
who had signed the notice had selected the hour they
did because there was no other during the day, and be-
cause any amendment to the by-laws must be acted
upon at an adjourned meeting. He believed this to be
a legal meeting of the society. It seemed to him very
important that the society should know its position.
It had responsibilities and duties as well as pleasures.
One of these duties was to attend to its business. He
thought that when the society adjourned it should be
for the purpose, of discussing the question postponed
from the last year.

Dr. Williams said that by general consent it had
been admitted that there was no necessity for a meet-
ing because the matter lay on the table of the council.
Till the publication of the notice in the Medical Jour-
nal only two gentlemen had expressed themselves as
desirous of holding a meeting. The general consent
was that there was no necessity, and therefore the
meeting had been dispensed with.

Dr. G. C Shattuck said there was no reason why
a meeting should be held. That was not a natural
reading of the records. The society had adjourned in
view of some action of the council ; that action not hav-
ing been taken, the thing fell through. Were it not so,
this was not the time nor place. It would be impossi-
ble to discuss the matter fairly. If it had rested during
a hundred years, why should it have been brought up at
a time when it could be neither fairly nor freely dis-
cussed? He would not have it put on anything but its
merits. He was ready to go into the question fully.
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Dr. H. J. Bowditch rose to a point of order. The
question was not of the admission of women, but of ad-
journment.

Dr. Shattuck. " It is a question" —

Dr. Bowditch called Dr. Shattuck to order.
Dr. Williams thought Dr. Shattuck was right.
Dr. Bowditch. " The question is whether the so-

ciety shall have a meeting or not."
Dr. Shattuck said it seemed to him a question

whether there should be a meeting at eight for a pur-
pose. He was discussing whether that purpose could
be accomplished. He took the ground that there then
would not be time for a full discussion.

Dr. C. P. Putnam made a correction with regard to
the preamble to Dr. Bronson's motion. It was not a pre-
amble but merely Dr. Bronson's reasou for his own
vote.

Dr. Williams said that the society voted to meet
for that purpose, and for no other.

Dr. C. P. Putnam said the preamble gave the reason
for making the motion, but not members' reasons for
adopting it.

Dr. Putnam asked permission to read the follow-
ing legal opinion.
Dr. S. Cabot, and Others :

Gentlemen,
—

Our opinion is asked as to the effect
of the vote of the Massachusetts Medical Society at its
last annual meeting, that when this meeting adjourns
it does so to meet at the place of annual meeting, on

Tuesday preceding the annual meeting of 1881, at
four p. If.

We have no doubt that the meeting stands adjourned
in accordance with the terms of the vote, and, the an-
nual meeting for this year having been fixed for
Wednesday, June 8th, that the adjourned meeting
should be held on Tuesday, June 7th, at four p. M. The
fact that the mover of the vote stated that he made the
motion in view of a contingency which has not arisen
has no bearing whatever on the effect of the vote when
passed. Other members may have voted for his motion
from wholly different motives, and their motives and his
are alike immaterial. If the officers of the society are
not present, a pro tempore president and secretary should
be appointed, in accordance with By-laws XXIII. and
XXVI. Very respectfully yours,

Russell & Putnam.
Dr. Williams said that the contingency was stated

and that the society voted to meet if that contingency
arose. Perhaps the society would have voted in some
other way, had any other motive been presented.

Dr. Chadwick did not see what the motive had to
do with the question. His own motive might have
been very different from that of others. The vote was
all the society adopted. Nothing else was binding.
He therefore could see no reason and no legal right
why the society should be told that it cautiot discuss
the question. With regard to time of the meeting, if
there was any discourtesy it was not on the part of the
men who called it, for it was the only time available for
the passage of an amendment to the by-laws. To show
that there was no discourtesy on the part of the friends
of the meeting, he would say that he had gone to the
president and asked him if there could be no other time
appointed. He had declined to consider the question.
There was do discourtesy whatever ; if any, it was in dis-
regarding the desire of the society expressed at the last
meeting.

Dr. Hildreth did not understand the condition of
this question in the council.

Dr. Williams said it lay upon the table of the
council. Usage requires that the council should act first
and that the larger body confirm. The society would
have met if the council had taken any action. There-
fore there is nothing for the society to act upon.

Dr. Hildreth said he understood the chair to say
that, as the matter was on the table of the council, that
precluded any action of the society, now or at an ad-
journed meeting at eight.

Dr. Chadwick said he would like the president to
point out any by-law that gives precedence to the coun-
cil over the larger body. There was such a provision
in the old by-laws. The present left out that clause.
Therefore the change was made for the very purpose
that the society might have the right to act first. That
the society has the power to do this was shown on two
occasions, when, action having been taken in the society,
the matter was referred to the council for concurrence.

Dr. Williams read from the records the report of
the proceedings on the two occasions referred to, and
showed that the first had been wrongly quoted. On
the second it was shown by a late part of the record
that the society had been in much confusion. He
asked if the society was willing to be guided by such
precedents.

Dr. Chadwick then asked if on the second occa-
sion the by-law had not been adopted by the council,
aud become thereby a by-law of the society.

Dr. Williams replied that it had been, after much
discussion.

Dr. Chadwick asked if it had not thereby become
a by-law of the society.

Dr. Williams replied that it had.
Dr. Williams then read By-law XL. of the edition

of 1850, to the effect that any amendment of the by-
laws must originate in the council.

Dr. C. P. Putnam asked why that by-law was not
in the present edition.

Dr. Williams said it was not in the present by-
laws, but it had never been repealed. The matter had
been regulated by usage.

Dr. Hildreth asked whether the present by-laws
were defective.

Dr. Williams said the vote which established the
present by-laws repealed all previous ones which were
inconsistent or.superfluous. The present edition did
not contain them all.

Dr. Hildreth said that either the edition of 18.50
was correct, or the later one is not. If the by-laws of
1850 were good this meeting was useless. The ques-
tion seemed to him to be whether our present by-laws
are correct or not.

Dr. J. J. Putnam said that men had come with one

preeminent interest in view. It had been stated by cer-
tain members lhat they went to the president, and were
told by him that no such meeting as this could legally
be held. Many feared that such a meeting as this would
have unpleasant consequences. It would not have
been done had it not been felt that this was a serious
matter,— more serious than the question of the admis-
sion of women. The trouble was that many felt that
the centennial anniversary of this society should not be
marked by such a precedent as this. The ruling of the
officers that measures can only originate in the coun-
cil he did not believe to be just. They had looked up
the subject, aud thought that their position was correct.
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This was the opinion with many who did not especially
favor the admission of women, and who nevertheless
wished to have this meeting. It seemed to him impor-
tant to know just where the matter stood, and to de-
termine whether it was in any one's power to declare
that an adjourned meeting cannot be held because the
meeting was supposed to be called for a certain purpose.

Dr. Hildrkth said that in order to find out
whether or not the society has a right to originate a

by-law he moved that the chair appoint a committee of
three, to report at some subsequent meeting of the so-

ciety, to consider the questiou whether the society has
the power to originate a statute de novo.

Dr. Cutter, of Charlestown, said that the by-laws of
1850 contradicted the by-laws of 1874 ; they were in-
consistent.

Dr. Williams said he took the view of Dr. Put-
nam. The chair never said that the meeting could not
be held. He merely said, that by general consent the
meeting had been dropped. He knew of no other busi-
ness. Two gentlemen did not seem to him enough.
Had a quorum desired it he would have arranged for
the meeting. He had no desire to suppress it. It
might have been held with no member present. This
was all he felt accountable for. There was no incon-
sistency in the by-laws. It was absurd to say that the
council should be able to nullify the acts of the whole
society.

Dr. J. J. Putnam. The council was for the con-
venience of the larger body merely, and whenever the
latter wished to take action it could freely do so. On
the question of the admission of women it was pecul-
iarly adapted to the discussion of the larger body.

Dr. Chadwick moved, as an amendment to Dr.
Hildreth's motion, that tlie council be requested to ap-
point a committee of three to act with the committee
appointed by the chair, and take legal advice. Dr.
C. P. Putnam withdrew his motion.

Dr. S. Cabot said this was a regular meeting of
the society, and it should have been the duty of the
president and secretary to call a meeting.

Dr. Williams. It is an adjourned meeting, and ad-
journed meetings do not require to be notified.

Dr. Walcott of Cambridge moved a further amend-
ment, that the committee report at the October meeting
of the council.

Dr. Chadwick moved an amendment to the effect
that the committee report whether it is necessary to
reprint by-laws. Motion put and carried.

Dr. A. T. Cabot said : When this adjourned meet-
ing was ordered at the last annual meeting many who
favored the admission of women to the society looked
forward to it as the first opportunity the society had
had for the full discussion of this question. A full
meeting at this time had been made impossible by the
arrangement of the harbor excursion for this hour.
When it was seen that this would be the case, the plan
was formed of adjournment to the evening that as full
an attendance as possible might be had, it being felt
that so important a questiou should be acted upon by
the full society. It seemed now unlikely that even this
evening's meeting could be a full one, as a number of
attractions were offered to the Fellows for the same
hour. This meeting had accomplished one of the ob-
jects for the sake of which it had been insisted upon,
and which had been mentioned by Dr. J. J. Putnam,
namely, that it had prevented the establishment of the
precedent that the Fellows can be prevented from hold-

ing an adjourned meeting at the time determined on

by them. This question, considered in its legal aspect,
was perhaps more important than that other object for
which this meeting was desired.

As it was wished that there should be a full meeting
for the discussion of so important a question as the ad-
mission of women, and as it seemed unlikely that there
would be a full attendance this evening, he would ask
Dr. C. P. Putnam, who offered the motion to adjourn
to eight o'clock, and who felt, he knew, as he himself
did, to move an adjournment sine die.

Dr. C. P. Putnam said he agreed with Dr. Cabot
in sayiug that they did not wish to spring the subject
upon the society. It must not be forgotten that the sec-

retary had answered in writing a note inquiring about
the meeting, and said he knew of no such meeting.
The president had answered a similar note that he had
called no meeting except those of the printed pro-
gramme. Dr. Putnam said this was undoubtedly true,
but it was equivalent to saying that there was to be no

adjourned meeting. Dr. Williams said that the ques-
tion had been whether he had called a meeting, and he
had answered that he had called no meeting. Dr. Put-
nam then moved to adjourn sine die. Carried.
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS

MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The usual meeting of the Council was held at the
Medical Library, Boylston Place, on Tuesday evening,
June 7th, at seven o'clock, the president of the society,
Dr. Williams, presiding.

The secretary read the names of new and deceased
members.

The annual report of the treasurer was presented ;
the auditing committee reported the accounts to be
properly vouched aud correctly cast and the report was

accepted. The receipts for the current year have been
$8160.74; the expenditures $0617.50; the balance,
$1543.24, remains in the treasury. The funded prop-
erty of the society has remained without change, the
amount being $31,420.17.

The committee on finances recommended that ninety
per cent, of the balance in the treasury, being $1388.92,
be distributed among the several district societies.

The committee on membership reported the several
lists of names of members to be retired, allowed to re-

sign, and to be dropped from the roll.
The following were elected to honorary member-

ship: William Bowman, F. R. S., London ; Professor
Franz Cornelius Donders, Utrecht; Professor George
Rolleston, M. D., Oxford ; Sampson Gamgee, F. R. S.
E., Birmingham.

Dr. George C. Shattuck, for the committee on

publication, reported that no essay was presented in
competition for the society's prize.

Dr. Langmaid, of the committee on the library, re-

ported that proper examination of the library of the
society was made and the books found in good condition
and properly cared for ; he also read, in the absence of
the librarian, the report, which gave a list of the addi-
tions made during the year.

The special committee which was appointed to ap-
pear before the legislature to attempt to obtain proper
legislation on the commitment of lunatics to asylums,
reported through the chairman, Dr. Cushing, that the
act proposed they were unable to carry through, but a
modified form of the act proposed was passed, which
was far from satisfactory, and it was to be hoped that
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farther legislation would be obtained. It was voted by
the Council that the committee be continued and em-

powered to take such action as they may see fit.
The committee appointed, on petition of the censors

of the Suffolk District, to obtain greater uniformity in
the examination of candidates for membership, reported,
through their chairman, Dr. Plosmer, that the by-laws
of the Massachusetts Medical Society fix with precision
the conditions under which any board of censors may
grant or refuse such application. Said by-laws enum-
erated at length the qualifications necessary for mem-

bership. The committee suggested that in addition to
the questions now contained in the certificate of quali-
fication of candidates the following should be added :
Have you ever been examined by any board of censors
of the Massachusetts Medical Society ? If so when
and where ? It was suggested that names and residence
of men rejected by one board should be reported to all
the other boards, aud that the secretary of the censors
of the Suffolk District invite all the censors of the dif-
ferent districts to meet, either by full board or by dele-
gates, to arrange for a conference of censors of the dif-
ferent districts at stated intervals to discuss questions in
which they have common official interests. A sugges-
tion was also made for the appointment of a standing
committee of the Council on medical diplomas, whose
duty it shall be to propose and submit a list of those
American medical colleges which deserve to be recog-
nized for purposes set forth in By-Law I. of the society.

The report was accepted and committee appointed to
carry out the last suggestion. Drs. C. W. Swan, J.
Spaulding, aud J. Crowell were appointed.

The joint committee, in accordance with the request
of the society at the afternoon meeting, was announced.
On the part of the society, Drs. J. L. Hildreth, W.
Cogswell, and Alfred Hosmer ; on the part of the coun-

cil, Drs. II. I. Bowditch, S. D. Presbrey aud S. E.
Stone.

The treasurer reported that he had received from Dr.
Cotting the offer of an additional one thousaud dollars
to be added to the Cotting Fund, the income of which
wai to be devoted to the provisiou of lunches at the
councilors' meetings, and also the gift from Dr. Cotting
of a silver pitcher presented to him by the late Dr.
George Heywood for faithfulness as a student under
Dr. Heywood.

In accordance with report of committee on nomina-
tions the following were elected officers for the ensuing
year : —

Dr. Henry W. Williams, Boston, president ; Dr. T.
II. Gage, Worcester, vice-president; Dr. Frank W.
Draper, Boston, treasurer ; Dr. Charles W. Swan, Bos-
ton, corresponding secretary ; Dr. Francis W. Goss,
Roxbury, recording secretary ; Dr. David H. Hayden,
Boston, librarian ; Dr. Pliny Earle, Northampton,
orator ; Dr. George S. Osborne, Peabody, anniversary
chairman.

The following standing committees, nominated by
the president, were appointed by the council :

—Of Arrangements : Drs. F. C. Shattuck, E. G. Cutler,
E. H. Bradford, C. E. Wing, A. T. Cabot, H. C. Haven.

On Publicatiou : Drs. G. C. Shattuck, R. M. Hodges,
B. E. Cotting.

On Resignations : Drs. J. Ayer, F. Minot, D. W.
Cheever.

On Finances : Drs. C. D. Homans, W. W. Welling-
ton, B. S. Shaw.

To Procure Scientific Papers: Drs. C. W. Swan,

F. W. Paddock, G. S. Stebbins, J. R. Chadwick, R.
H. Fitz.

On Ethics and Discipline : Drs. R. L. Hodgdon, G.
J. Townsend, G. E. Francis, A. H. Johnson, C. Howe.

The time aud place of next meeting were fixed for
Boston, the second Wednesday in June. Adjourned.

In the evening, by the courtesy of the trustees, the
Museum of Fine Arts was open to members of the
society and their lady friends. The rooms were brill-
iantly lighted, and were visited by a large number of
the members. General Loring received the guests,
but the visit was entirely informal, the visitors coming
aud going from time to time at their own pleasure.

At half-past eight a reception was tendered to the
society by Dr. H. W. Williams, the president. His
house, No. 15 Arlington Street, was brilliantly deco-
rated with flowers, and was crowded. The doctor's hos-
pitality was accepted by a very large number of phy-
sicians. Among those present were : Mr. Harrison, of
Liverpool, England ; Dr. McCuen, of Chester, Eng-
land ; Dr. Giddings, from South Carolina ; Dr. Jacobi,
of New York ; Dr. Fordyce Baker, of New York ; Dr.
Pillsbury, of Newark ; Dr. Goodiiow, of Quebec ; Dr.
Cann, President of the New Hampshire Society ; Dr.
Caswell, President of the Rhode Island Society ; Dr.
Horr, of the United States Navy; and Dr. Lawrence
Turnbull, of Philadelphia. There was no speech-mak-
ing, and the evening was devoted to conversation and
the interchange of professional reminiscences.

Wednesday (second day). In the forenoon there
were the usual surgical visits at the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and the City Hospital ; the Carney Hos-
pital and the Children's Hospital were also open to
visitors. By courtesy of the officers in charge there
were also open to the doctors the Museum of Fine
Arts, the Institute of Technology, the museum of the
Natural History Society, the AVarren Museum at the
medical college on North Grove Street, and the War-
ren Museum of Natural History on Chestnut Street.

The usual trade exhibits of drugs and surgical appli-
ances, which have of late years become a feature of
medical society meetings, were this year replaced by
an exhibition of a more elevated character. In the
lower Horticultural Hall was a comparative and his-
torical collection of medical books, surgical instru-
ments, and curious and useful objects belonging to the
past and present times. On one side were the drugs
in use more than one hundred years ago, aud which
still retain their ground ; drugs introduced within the
past century, — a large collection ; discarded remedies,
drug's, and chemicals ; new remedies, not officinal, about
fifty. A very extensive and complete collection of
surgical instruments and appliances occupied the cen-
tre of the hall. Nearly two hundred botanical speci-
mens from the botanical gardens, Cambridge, adorned
the walls, and a most interesting feature of the exhibi-
tion was the botanical models, made in Paris, for the
college or pharmacy. A rare department of the dis-
play was the large and brilliant collection of illustrated
medical works. This collection was a most noticeable
feature of the meeting. It was continued during a

part of Thursday, and the large attendance on that
day showed the appreciation in which it was held.
We dismiss it for the present with brief mention, hop-
ing to be able to refer to it again at greater length in
some future number.

At eleven o'clock the society was called to order for
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the one hundredth annual meeting. The record and
names of new and deceased members were read ;
eighty-two members have been admitted and thirty
members have died during the year.

The record of the trial of Dr. C. S. May was read,
and in accordance with the recommendation of the
board of trial he was expelled by the society.

The treasurer's report was then read.
Dr. Jeffries then read the following preamble and

vote, and moved its adoption :
—" Whereas, A petition has been presented to Con-

gress, asking for the calling of an international com-
mission to consider and agree upon standard methods
of testing visual acuteness and color-blindness, and
standard requirements of the necessary qualifications in
the navies and merchant marines.

" Voted, That the Massachusetts Medical Society
heartily approve of this proposed international com-

mittee, and hereby direct the secretary of the society to
transmit this vote to Congress when next assembled."

The vote, which was passed, is similar in effect to
votes and resolutions adopted at the sixteenth annual
meeting of the American Ophthalmological Society,
and at the forty-eighth annual meeting of the British
Medical Association, the resolutions adopted by the
last-named society being indorsed by the sixth inter-
national congress of ophthalmology which met at
Milan in September last.

The President then introduced the following
named delegates from other State societies : Dr. J. L.
Bodine, of Newton, N. J. ; Dr. M. V. B. Dunham, of
Greenfield Hill, Conn. ; Dr. W. R. White, of Provi-
dence, R. I. ; Dr. S. G. Wolcott, of Utica, N. Y. ; Dr.
J. D. Littlefield, of Titusville, Pa. ; Dr. Lawrence
Turnbull, of Philadelphia; Dr. T. J. W. Pray, of
Dover, N. H. ; Dr. S. Lawton, of Maine ; and Dr.
Cleveland, of Connecticut.

The president welcomed the delegates, and invited
guests, and Dr. Turnbull read a short address in which
he gave the dates of various events in the early med-
ical history of Pennsylvania. The first course of ana-
tomical lectures in Philadelphia was delivered in 1762.
The first medical school was estnblished in 1765, with
Benjamin Franklin president of its first board of trus-
tees. Dr. Turnbull referred gracefully to the efforts
of the daily press in Philadelphia, which had been suc-
cessful iu the destruction of the diploma mills of the city.

Dr. Gross was especially introduced to the society.
Dr. Hodgden, of Arlington, moved that when the

society adjourn it do so to meet on the Tuesday pre-
ceding the next annual meeting, at four o'clock p. m.,
the secretary to notify members of such meeting.
The object of such meeting, it was explained, was the
discussion of the amendment of certain by-laws.

On motion of Dr. Edes it was voted that the com-
mittee of arrangements be instructed to continue the
exhibition in the lower hall during Thursday iu order
that it may be examined by all of the members of the
society who desire to see it. The thanks of the society
were tendered to the committee who had prepared this
exhibition. Thanks were also tendered to the physi-
cians of Boston and vicinity for the courtesies they
have shown the visiting members of the society.

At twelve o'clock the doors were closed, and the
society listened td the annual discourse by J. Collins
Warren, M. D., of Boston, a portion of which is pub-
lished in the present number of the Journal.
k At the close of the orators thanks of the society

were voted to the two orations of the centennial meet-
ing and to the various bodies and gentlemen that have
extended courtesies to the society. The members then
adjourned to the neighboring Music Hall to partake of
the annual dinner. The exercises at the dinner will
be reported in the Journal of next week.

Recent Literature.
A Practical Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations,By Frank Hastings Hamilton, A. M., M. D.,

LL. D., etc. Sixth American edition, revised and
improved. Illustrated with three hundred and fifty\x=req-\
two wood-cuts. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea's Son
& Co. 1880.
This able work, which is fairly enclyclopœdic in

character, is once more offered to the profession after
thorough revision by the author. The section devoted
to Fracture of the Patella has beeu entirely rewritten,
and incorporates a study of one hundred and twenty-
seven cases, which have been published in a singlevolume, and were reviewed in the Journal some
mouths since.

A new chapter on General Prognosis is added, and
includes a consideration of the views held by Dr. L.
A. Sayre on the treatment of fractures, as presented
by him in 1874.

Dr. Hamilton has reviewed that series of cases with
impartiality, but does not coincide with the author in
his conclusions, on the ground that his evidence is in-
complete. The point in question is the amount of
shortening to be expected after fractures of long bones.
It is safe to assume that the views held by the pro-fession accord with those of Dr. Hamilton, and that it
remains for Dr. Sayre to offer additional and compe-
tent proof in support of his theory. Dr. Hamilton
states that " There is no danger, perhaps, that such
extraordinary statements will affect the opinions of ex-
perienced surgeons in any part of the world, but they
will be read, probably, by many inexperienced sur-
geons, and may with them have the weight of author-
ity ; and, indeed, they have already been quoted by
the author of a treatise on Civil Malpractice, intended
as a guide to jurists, and which is widely read by law-
yers and medical men. The author has, however,modified the force of tlie authority by expressing his
belief that, while such results might be possible with
Dr. Sayre, they can hardly be expected from the " or-
dinary "

surgeon ; but how will it be with Dr. Sayre's
peers, nearly all of whom, in every part of the world,
and with the same appliances used by him, declare
their inability to make all long bones unite without
shortening, and who, indeed, affirm that with them
union without some shortening is the exception and
not the rule, a doctrine against which Dr. Sayre en-
tered his earnest protest both at Detroit and Buffalo.

"Our personal interests, as well as the interests of
science and humanity, demand that we shall know
positively whether shortening can always be avoided,
or even made the exception rather than the rule, but
we need something more than mere assertion, however
notorious may be the author's reputation for accuracy
of observation and for truthfulness of statement."

The publishers deserve great credit for their enter-
prise in presenting this and others of their standard
works in such attractive shape. The paper and print-ing are excellent, and the binding superb.
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